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4.2 Human Health 

Introduction 

4.2.1 Human health can be influenced (both adversely and beneficially) by a number of health 
determinants, which are defined as environmental or social changes that could affect people 
and are relevant to health. Direct health determinants include a number of environmental 
exposures such as changes to air quality, changes to noise/vibration exposure and changes 
to traffic flows. Indirect health determinants include wider determinants of health such as 
employment and income.  

4.2.2 Following engagement with the Northamptonshire Public Health Team during the scoping 
process, it was agreed that all potential significant effects on human health associated with 
the construction and operation of the Proposed Development would be addressed through 
individual technical disciplines which assess impacts against objective thresholds set to be 
protective of the environment and health.  

4.2.3 The following sections set out the scoping process undertaken, and the rationale as to why in 
this instance, a human health assessment was not required. In addition, detail is provided on 
embedded mitigation relevant to the protection of human health.  

Scoping Process 

4.2.4 As summarised below, during the formal ES scoping exercise core health comments centred 
on the potential change in community exposure to air quality, noise and transport: 

• Secretary of State – “The Secretary of State considers that it is a matter for the 
applicant to decide whether or not to submit a stand-alone Health Impact 
Assessment (HIA). However, the applicant should have regard to the responses 
received from the relevant consultees regarding health, and in particular to the 
comments from the Health and Safety Executive and Blisworth Parish Council in 
relation to health issues (see Appendix 3 of this Opinion). The methodology for 
the HIA, if prepared, should be agreed with the relevant statutory consultees and 
take into account mitigation measures for acute risks.” (Section 4 paragraph 33); 

• Blisworth Parish Council – “Travel Plans for large employment developments are 
typically aimed at achieving all (or some specific mix of) the following, depending 
upon opportunities and constraints: […] (vi) higher levels of walking and cycling 
than would otherwise be observed, with associated benefits to health and well-
being; [...]” (Appendix 3); and 

• Blisworth Parish Council – “Large numbers of people will be impacted by the 
noise, light and air pollution, not to mention the stress endured through the 
whole of the process, regardless of whether the development proceeds or not. 
[...] The psychological effects on all residents affected are unquantifiable (under 
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this process) but they are very real. Nowhere in any of this process are these 
damaging health effects likely to be taken into account and we therefore believe 
that this issue deserves due consideration.” (Appendix 3). 

4.2.5 Supplementing the formal ES scoping process, and in accordance with the Secretary of 
State’s recommendation, a health focused scoping exercise was conducted with input from 
the Northamptonshire County Council Public Health Team to discuss any potential human 
health issues or opportunities to be explored as part of the planning process.  

4.2.6 This health focused scoping exercise reinforced the formal scoping process, highlighting the 
known hazards associated with the construction of major infrastructure projects (air quality, 
noise, transport), and their potential to impact upon human health.  It was agreed that each 
of these potential health pathways are assessed in the ES against objective thresholds which 
have been set to ensure the protection of the environment and health, and that a standalone 
HIA was not necessary in this instance. However, the Northamptonshire Public Health Team 
did reinforce the need for the Proposed Development to facilitate a healthy workplace and 
encouraged the use of design features to support a healthy vibrant workforce, and further 
minimise disruption to neighbouring communities.  

Embedded Mitigation  

4.2.7 Embedded mitigation focusses on avoiding, minimising and managing potential adverse 
effects through the planning process, such that they are either designed out; or manged to 
the point that they do not present a significant risk. Embedded mitigation relating to human 
health is incorporated within the relevant technical chapters (e.g. through meeting air quality 
and noise thresholds set to be protective of the environment and health).  

4.2.8 The provision of further mitigation will set out best practice methods to mitigate any 
potential adverse effects to the environment and human health. Such methods will be 
detailed in the Code of Construction Practice (COCP); Outline Construction Environmental 
Management Plan (CEMP) which includes outline versions of a Dust Management Plan, Site 
Waste Management Plan, Materials Management Plan, Pollution Prevention Method 
Statement and a Framework Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP); Outline Access 
Management Plan (OAMP); Operational Traffic Management Plan (OTMP); and a Framework 
Travel Plan (FTP).   

4.2.9 In addition, the Proposed Development will include occupational health provision (details of 
this to be finalised) to encourage, support and promote healthier lifestyles within the 
workforce, and mitigate any potentially adverse effects on local healthcare capacity. 

Health Scoping Conclusion 

4.2.10 The formal ES scoping exercise established that the key health pathways include potential 
changes in community exposure to air quality, noise and transport movements. The 
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subsequent health focused health scoping exercise confirmed the scope, as has the findings 
of the public consultation exercise.   

4.2.11 The potential construction and operational activities with the potential to influence health 
(be it adversely or beneficially) are addressed within the pertinent ES technical disciplines to 
objective thresholds set to be protective of the environment and health, while mitigation 
and monitoring is to be set to preclude any measurable impact to local health. On the above 
basis, human health has been scoped out of the DCO submission.   
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